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Confusing



Corrupt





14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings:  
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the 
world; 16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain.
Philippians 2:14-16

Do + Be = That



Nothing new
The thing that hath been, it is 
that which shall be; and that 
which is done is that which shall 
be done: and there is no new 
thing under the sun.
Ecclesiastes 1:9



James Tissot “The Flight of the Prisoners”





How did they 
navigate the 

culture?

Spiritual 
Competence

James Tissot “The Flight of the Prisoners”



“There are few 
things more 

dangerous than 
inbred religious 

certainty.”
— Bart D. Ehrman



God is my 
judge.

Judge me, O LORD; for I 
have walked in mine 
integrity: I have trusted 
also in the LORD; 
therefore I shall not slide. 
Psalm 26:1

Daniel (God is my judge)



God is 
gracious.

The LORD is merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy.
Psalm 103:8

Hananiah 
(Yah has been gracious)



Who is what 
God is?

Who is like unto the 
LORD our God, who 
dwelleth on high.
Psalm 113:5

Mishael 
(Who is what God is?)



God helps 
me.

Behold, God is mine 
helper: the Lord is with 
them that uphold my 
soul.
Psalm 54:4

Azariah (Yah is my help) 



. . .  Which he carried into the land 
of Shinar to the house of his god; 

and he brought the vessels into the 
treasure house of his god.

Daniel 1:2b



Tower of Babel by Pieter Bruegel



And upon her forehead was a name 
written, Mystery, Babylon The 

Great, The Mother Of Harlots And 
Abominations Of The Earth.

Revelation 17:5











When you read the Bible, consider:

What did this passage mean to the original hearers?

What is the timeless principle?

What does it teach me about God?

Based on this passage, how can I apply it? 



Daniel (God is my judge) Belteshazzar (Bel protects his life or 
Bel's prince)

Mishael (Who is what God is?) Meshach (Who is what Aku is?)

Hananiah (Yah has been gracious) Shadrach (command of Aku- a 
Babylonian moon god)

Azariah (Yah is my help) Abednego (servant of Nego a 
Babylonian god)



A Diet 
Change



But Daniel purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself with the portion of 
the king's meat, nor with the wine which he 
drank: therefore he requested of the prince 

of the eunuchs that he might not defile 
himself.

Daniel 1:8







Therefore at that time, when all the people 
heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, 

all the people, the nations, and the 
languages, fell down and worshipped the 
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the 

king had set up.

Daniel 3:7



Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
answered and said to the king, O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful 
to answer thee in this matter. 

Daniel 3:16



If it be so, our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the 

burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand, O king.

Daniel 3:17



But if not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship 

the golden image which thou 
hast set up.

Daniel 3:18



How did they 
navigate the culture?

Academic 
Competence James Tissot “The Flight of the Prisoners”



3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, 
that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the 
king's seed, and of the princes; 4 Children in whom was no 
blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning 
in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability 
in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might 
teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.
Daniel 1:3-4



19 And the king communed with them; and among them 
all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah: therefore stood they before the king. 20 And in 
all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king 
enquired of them, he found them ten times better than 
all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his 
realm. 
Daniel 1:19-20



Then this Daniel was preferred above the 
presidents and princes, because an excellent 
spirit was in him; and the king thought to set 
him over the whole realm.
Daniel 6:3











How are you smart?

• Logical-mathematical 
Intelligence 

• Bodily-kinesthetic Intelligence 
• Visual-spatial Intelligence 
• Interpersonal Intelligence
• Intrapersonal Intelligence
• Naturalistic Intelligence







Whether therefore 
ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory 
of God.
1 Corinthians 10:31







How did 
they 

navigate 
the 

culture?

Social competence



Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and 
skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and 
understanding science, and such as had ability in them to 
stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the 
learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.
Daniel 1:4







When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, 
consider diligently what is before thee: 
And put a knife to thy throat, if thou be 
a man given to appetite.
Proverbs 23:1-2



Now God had brought Daniel into 
favour and tender love with the prince 

of the eunuchs.
Daniel 1:9



Then an herald cried aloud, To 
you it is commanded, O people, 
nations, and languages,
Daniel 3:4



Who do 
they 

avoid?
•
•



How do they 
know?
Thin slicing



Thin slicing 
in 
Scripture—
Rebekah



Thin slicing 
in 
Scripture—
Moses

Botticelli



How did they 
navigate the culture?

Emotional 
Competence James Tissot “The Flight of the Prisoners”



Emotional 
Intelligence
•Self-awareness
•Self-regulation
•Motivation
•Empathy
•Social Skills



13 And the decree went forth that the wise men 
should be slain; and they sought Daniel and his 
fellows to be slain. 14 Then Daniel answered with 
counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the 
king's guard, which was gone forth to slay the 
wise men of Babylon:
Daniel 2:13-14



15 He answered and said to Arioch the king's 
captain, Why is the decree so hasty from the king? 
Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel.  
16 Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king 
that he would give him time, and that he would 
shew the king the interpretation.
Daniel 2:15-16



Now when Daniel 
knew that the writing 
was signed, he went 
into his house; and his 
windows being open in 
his chamber toward 
Jerusalem, he kneeled 
upon his knees three 
times a day, and 
prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God, 
as he did aforetime.
Daniel 6:10

Daniel Answers to the King by Briton Rivière



What happened to 
their culture?

James Tissot “The Flight of the Prisoners”



Susa, Iran



Mala 
Amir, Iran



Samarkand, 
Uzbekistan



14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings:  
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the 
world; 16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain.
Philippians 2:14-16
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