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The Top Ten Challenges Facing Free Will Baptist
Pastors in 2024
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GERRRENY:

Great Commission Research Network

This study

79 challenges: 1 not a challenge, 2 a slight challenge, 3 a significant challenge, 4
cant challenge, 5 a nearly insuri ntable challenge

347 resp nts
Data gathered between September 2023 to December 2023
The top ten challenges includes 11 because two tied for tenth place

Free Will Baptist Respondents (127)

Gender: all of the Free Will Baptist pastors were male.

Church size: significantly more Free Will Baptist churches
were between 51-100 versus 101-200 for other churches.

Church growth: Free Will Baptist church pastors reported
significantly slower growth than other pastors.

Evangelism

Results:
Three Clusters

Retaining young adults |
Training and discipleship |

The Top Ten Challenges Facing Pastors in 2024

Effectively Evangelizing People Who Have Never Visited.
Mobilizing for Evangelism

Retaining Young Adults

Getting Members to Put Faith Into Practice

Running High Quality Youth Programs

Effectively Evangelizing People Contacted Through.
Finding High Quality Pastoral and Intern Candidates.
Mobilizing Members for Ministry

Running High Quality Children’s Programs

Recruiting Lay Leaders

Increasing Small Group Participation

Top Ten Challenges Faced by Free Will Baptist Pastors
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Free Will Baptist pastors identified the same top ten
concerns (although in a different order) apart
from “Effectively Evangelizing People Contacted
Through Outreach Activities,” which was the
thirteenth highest concern for Free Will Baptist pastors
and the fifth overall concern for all pastors

Significantly Greater Challenges for Free Will Baptist Pastors

Finding High Quality Pastoral and Intern Candidates

Recruiting Lay Leaders

Increasing Small Group Participation

Getting Church Members to Put their Faith Into Practice

Mobilizing Members for Ministry.

Reducing Member Indifference

Meeting the Demands of My Schedule

Managing My Time

Developing Effective Strategy.

Promoting Active Participation in Worship

Using Technology Effectively

Creating High Quality Worship Services|

Casting a Clear Vision for the Church

Creating Attractive Programs

Resolving Personal Frustrations

Combatting False Doctrine

Staying Connected to God

My Mental Health

Making the Gospel Attractive

5/24/24
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Effectively Evangelizing People Who Have Never Visited
the Church
#1 Free Will Baptist Pastors (3.27)
#1 All Pastors (3.30)

Top Ten Challenges Faced by Free Wil] Baptist Pastors
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IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT IS A CHURCH’S ROLE IN A COMMUNITY?
PLEASE SELECT ALL THAT APPLY.

@ 2020: AllUS. adults @ 2020: Christians @ 2020: Non-Christians @ 2022: Pastors
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Which ministry and personal issues do the most pastors recognize as a need?
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WHAT ABOUT YOUR CHURCH’S EFFECTIVENESS AT REACHING OUT TO
UNCHURCHED PEOPLE?

® Verycffective ® Somewhat effect + tive @ Don't know

quitting

54 LS. Protestant seice pistors, September 6-16, 2022, =408 U, Protstant siorgasors, September 16-Cctaber 20,2020
22894, Praestant seior pestors, ApeDecermber 2015
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Retaining Young Adults
#2 Free Will Baptist Pastors (3.32)
#3 All Pastors (3.27)

Top Ten Challenges Faced by Free Wil] Baptist Pastors
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Religiaus Service Attendance by Generation
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Taken together, this data is more of the same overall trend. Generation Z is the least g
religious generation in American history. And, they are becoming less religiously

identified as each year passes. Every day in the United States, thousands of members

of the Silent and Boomer generation are dying off. Every day in the United States,
thousands of members of Generation Z are celebrating their 18th birthday and

becoming official adults. That simple fact is changing American religion and society

in ways that we can only begin to understand now.
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Most Teenagers Drop Out of Church When They Become
Young Adults

Did you stop attending church regularly
(twice a month or more) for at least a year
18 and 22?

between the ages of

2017 [ 2007
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Mobilizing for Evangelism
#3 Free Will Baptist Pastors (3.21)
#2 All Pastors (3.27)

Top Ten Challenges Faced by Free Will Baptist Pastors
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IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT IS A CHURCH’S ROLE IN A COMMUNITY?
PLEASE SELECT ALL THAT APPLY.

@ 2020: All US. adults @ 2020: Christians @ 2020: Non-Christians @ 2022: Pastors
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Finding High Quality Pastoral and Intern Candidates
#4 Free Will Baptist Pastors (3.19)
#8 All Pastors (2.94)

Top Ten Challenges Faced by Free Will Baptist Pastors
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e Rated as a significantly great challenge for Free Will Baptist
pastors, probability of .005

« The average pastor says they The Pastoral Succession Crisis Is
are 17 years away from Only Getting More Complicated

retiring

* One quarter of pastors plan
to retire within the next 7
years
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Recruiting Lay Leaders
#5 Free Will Baptist Pastors (3.17)
#11 All Pastors (2.9)

Top Ten Challenges Faced by Free Wilj Baptist Pastors
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Rated as a significantly great challenge for Free Will Baptist
pastors, probability of .000
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AS SENIOR PASTOR, HOW HIGHLY DO YOU PRIORITIZE DEVELOPING
A LEADERSHIP PIPELINE WITHIN YOUR CONGREGATION?

® | make

pment to other
staff [ team members

Source: Barna Group
=584 US. Protestant senior pastors, September 6-16, 2022,




Recruiting Lay Leaders
#6 Free Will Baptist Pastors (3.16)
#10 All Pastors (2.9)

Top Ten Challenges Faced by Free Will Baptist Pastors

Rated as a significantly great challenge for Free Will Baptist
pastors, probability of .000
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More pastors report less than 25% of current
worship attendees involved in a small group or
Sunday School class than in 2008 (24% v. 17%)

Among Protestant Pastors
100%
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50%
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Lifeway research
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Among Protestant Pastors
100%

27% 30%

1-24% 25-49% 50-74% 75%+

Mean percentage: 44%
Median percentage: 45%

Lifeway research

rs or'volunteers.

the size of many of our churches.

\
Recruiting lay le

This challenge is likely exacerbat

Getting Members to Put their Faith into Practice
#7 Free Will Baptist Pastors (3.15)
#4 All Pastors (2.98)

Top Ten Challenges Faced by Free Wil] Baptist Pastors
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e Rated as a significantly great challenge for Free Will Baptist
pastors, probability of .010

Getting Members to Put Their Faith Into Practice

Few Pastors Say Younger i Are ive at D

Generosity

One in three pastors (34%) feel that older congregants at their church are “extremely” effective
at demonstrating generosity—an opinion they are seven times less likely to express about
younger congregants (5%). In fact, the slight majority of pastors (56%) only go so far as to call
younger congregants “somewhat” effective in this area. While they rarely have any criticism of
the generosity of older congregants, one in five pastors (18%) call younger congregations “not
very” effective in generosity. There’s no sugarcoating it: Pastors don't think highly of younger
generations’ generosity.
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Mobilizing Members for Ministry
#8 Free Will Baptist Pastors (3.11)
#7 All Pastors (2.94)

Top Ten Challenges Faced by Free Wil] Baptist Pastors
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e Rated as a significantly great challenge for Free Will Baptist
pastors, probability of .007

> Practically assist those in need
mmmp  Provide hands-on help

to people in need
Teach / serve children

Care for the elderly
and widows

Form a close-knit community

hristians

mmmp Offer counseling and care
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Running High Quality Youth Programs
#9 Free Will Baptist Pastors (3.02)
#6 All Pastors (2.95)

Top Ten Challenges Faced by Free Wil] Baptist Pastors
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Three Factors that are Key to whether my AdamczykeRt |

an adult child remains in their faith
after high school:

+ If the parent attends church at least once a week.

o Church 1 1 + If the parents reported that their faith was
Retaining Young Adults 2 5 332 EXD) u
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inding High Quality P di ate 4 s 519 290 . 4 o
R 5 T o o = How often they have conversations about religious
increasing Small Group Participation 5 0 316 20 matters.
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Youth Pastors Ditch Gross-Out Games
and Help Student Ministry Grow Up

Youth groups
partnering with
parents has the

strongest impact on
lasting faith.

§\e/

2022 results from the Cooperative Election Survey (CES)
indicate that the Free Wil Baptist denomination is one of the
youngest denominations in America. Twenty-eight percent of
Free Will Baptists in the sample reported being a parent or
guardian of a child under the age of 18. This is the third
highest for any large protestant denomination in the U.S. and
even higher than that reported by nondenominational
churches (23%).
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Share Who Are the Parent/Guardian of a Child Under the Age of 18

Churchof Christ
Pentecostal Chrch of God
Free Will Baptist
Commurity Church

indopendent Baptist
Nondenom Fundamentalist
Nenderom Evanglical

Evanglical Luthera eica
United Methodist
Nendenom Charismatic
Other Noncenom

Natl Baptist Convention
Lutheran - Missour Synog
Gen. Assoc.of e, Bapt.
Prasbytorian Chusch (USK)
The Episcopal Chutch

@nonourge
Data: Cooperative Election Sudy, 2022
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99.25% report regular church
attendance

87% report being involved in church
ministry, most of which involved
multiple ministries

85% attend a Free Will Baptist Church

Reducing Member Indifference
#11 Free Will Baptist Pastors (3.29)
#18 All Pastors (2.81)

Significantly Greater Challenges for Free Will Baptist Pastors
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e Rated as a significantly great challenge for Free Will Baptist
pastors, probability of .017

Smaller church sizes

« Fifty percent of Free Will
Baptist churches are
located where 13% of the
U.S. population lives. The
other 50% of NAFWB
churches are located in
more populated areas.
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The Top Ten Challenges Facing Free Will Baptist
Pastors in 2024

Results from the Great Commission Research Network Survey

Nafwb.org/ExecutiveReport
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Great Commission Research Network
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