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. Monetize existing church resources

. Incubate new businesses

. Non-profits form mission arms of the church

. Co-vocational pastoring opens multiple income streams

. Entrepreneurial churches locate church inside the marketplace
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US churches’ federal income tax exemption was not formerly enacted as legislation &
until the Tariff Act was passed by Congress in 1894, providing tax exemptions to
“corporations, companies, or associations organized and conducted solely for
charitable, religious, or educational purposes.” This was the first time the federal

government declared any group exempt from paying taxes, as opposed to its earlier
practice of only listing entities subject to taxation. Although the Tariff Act was
declared unconstitutional in 1896, the church tax exemption was reinstated by the
Revenue Act of 1913, which defined the modern American income tax system. On
Jan. 14, 1924, the US Supreme Court interpreted the reason for the exemption

in Trinidad v. Sagrada Orden: “Evidently the exemption is made in recognition of
the benefit which the public derives” from churches’ “corporate activities.”

Persecution of the Local Church: Long Beach,
California

0000

means and methods to oppress the modern-day church.

How much lost tax revenue is at stake?

What does the parsonage allowance represent in terms of the amount of taxes
that are foregone? In 2003, Prof. Chemerinsky estimated that eliminating the
parsonage exemption would cost clergy members $2.3 billion dollars over the
five years from 2003 to 2008. [24] Legislation has been proposed that could
escalate this tax loss exponentially. A bill offered by Rep. Bill Cassidy (R. La.)
would expand the definition of people eligible for the tax-free housing allowance
to include “duly recognized officials of nontheistic spiritual, moral, or ethical
organizations.” In his view, that would make FFRF v Lew lawsuit moot because
the benefit would no longer be limited to religious officials.

10/23/23

d Disabilty Polc

The Future Financial Status of the St Security Program

Social Socurty, Curmonty, s ) Rolatod Contont

ot bocauso wo

Sttunof he Sosial Secury
Tust funds

Roserves

on budgot dofcits.

The athori h Chat Actury f h Socs Securty Adminataton,

Acknowidments
i sy

oo na aicn.naain, Michol Loooi, DR

Total Property Taxes On Single-Family
Homes Up 4 Percent Across U.S. In 2022,
To $340 Billion



AR
nte

Al
h
il

> Ann Bohay Mod. 2016 Doc;50(6):876-884.
doi: 10.1007/512160-016-9813-5.

Religious Service Attendance and Lower
Among Women-a ive Cohort

Study

Shanshan Li 1, Oivia | Okereke 2 3 4 . Shun-Chiao Chang 3
fhiro Kawachi 5, Tylor J Vandorwoala 6 7 &

Afilations. 4 expand

PMID: 27303076 PMCID: PMC5127763

DO 10.1007/512160-016-9813-9

Freo PMC article

Abstract

attendance and dopression have boon mostly cross-sctional, sublect to
fovorsa causation, and did not account for the potential feedback botween

religious service subsequent
tisk of daprossion and whothar doprassion Incroasod subsoquont cossation of
servico attendance, whils expicitl accounting for foedback with potential
effects n bot directions.

NBER | &0sand ubscribe | Media | Open Calls.

Research  Programs & Projects  Conferences  Affiated Scholars  NBER News  Career Resources  About

Home » Research » Working Papers > Opiates of the Masses? Deaths of.

Opiates of the Masses? Deaths of Despair and
the Decline of American Religion

Tyler Giles, Daniel M. Hungerman & Tamar Oostrom

10/23/23

US. Depression Rates Reach
New Highs

25 HARVARD
& TH.CHAN

What's behind ‘shocking’ U.S. life expectancy decline—and what to do
about it

How Pastors & Non-Christians See
the Church’s Role



HEECONOMICS =
NEIGHBORLY

INVESTING IN YOUR
COMMUNITY’S COMPASSION
AND CAPACITY

TOM NELSON

10/23/23

Possible Solutions

~ MISSIONAL
VIBRANCY

FINANCIAL

26

Financial
Liquidity

27

Figure
Church

e "
Unchurched People and Financial Liquidity

Moretze Incutate
Open church assets businesses
Relationships

with the
Unchurched
mission
Closed B
churches
Covoeationsl
pastoring

Frozen Fluid
mmm)  LowLiquidity High Liquidity
Financial Liquidity>

Relational

Networks

Figure
Church

e "
Unchurched People and Financial Liquidity

Moretze Incutate
Open church assets businesses
Relationships
with the
Unchurched

mission
Closed == B
churches
Covoeationsl
pastoring

n Fluid
Low Liquidity  High Liquidity
Financial Liquidity>

" BASICS
| [N CHURCH GRO

Donald McGavran&
mArn

MASTER'S
PLAN FOR

MAKING
DISCIPLES

Win Arn . Charles Arn

28

 THIE BRIDGES

Il

30



Figure 1
Financial Approaches Available to Churches as a Function of Relationships with
Unchurched People and Financial Liquidity
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