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Minutes of the
85th National Association

of Free Will Baptists
July 18-21, 2021, Memphis, Tennesee

Proceedings
The 85th annual session of the National Association of Free Will Baptists, Inc. met July 18-21, 2021, at the Renasant 
Convention Center in Memphis, Tennessee. “Overcome” was the theme of the meeting. Ryan Lewis served as conven-
tion manager, and Kevin Justice was music coordinator.

Sunday School – July 18, 2021

Sunday School began at 10:00 a.m. with Kevin Justice leading the congregation in singing “Blessed Be the Name.” Eddie 
Moody welcomed the body to the convention. Mike Wade introduced Sunday School teacher, Dr. Danny Conn, director 
of editorial and strategic projects for Randall House. Dr. Conn brought the lesson from James 3:1-4:12 on “Faith Choos-
es Godly Conduct.” Sunday School was dismissed in prayer by Eddie Moody.

Morning Worship – July 18, 2021

The service began at 11:00 a.m. with Kevin Justice leading the congregation in singing, “Revive Us Again.” Eddie Moody 
welcomed the body and lead in prayer. Craig Batts read Romans 12. The congregation sang, “Take My Life,” and “King of 
Kings.” Eddie Moody called for the offering and a men’s ensemble sang “Worthy Is the Lamb.” The congregation sang 
“Worthy, You Are Worthy.” Mike Wade introduced the speaker. Rev. Melvin Moon, senior pastor of the Hartville Free 
Will Baptist Church, Hartville, Missouri, preached on “Sowing the Seed in Difficult Times,” from Matthew 13:1-9. Eddie 
Moody dismissed the service with prayer.

Feet Washing Service – July 18, 2021

A special feet washing service was held at 3:00 p.m. The service began with Eddie Moody sharing comments about 
the practice. Kevin Justice led the group in singing, “How Firm a Foundation,” and Jackson Watts read the account from 
John 13. The ordinance was practiced by the group.
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Sunday Evening – July 18, 2021

The service began with the praise team singing, “Cleansed” with soloist Tommi Jo Ryan. Kevin Justice led the congrega-
tion in singing, “Nothing But the Blood.” Eddie Moody welcomed the body and prayed before the offering. “Jesus Mes-
siah” was sung by the congregation and Rebekah Talbot read Luke 22:14-23. The praise team sang “Come Behold the 
Wondrous Mystery.” The ordinance of communion was observed with Eddie Moody leading the observance. Jonathan 
Locklear read I Corinthians 11:23-26 and Terry Hines reading 1 Corinthians 11:27-32. “Thank You Jesus for the Blood” 
with soloist Lyndsey Riggs was sung.

Marcus Osuna introduced the speaker and the praise team featuring a trio of Sarah Marcum, Audrey Hollifield, and 
Chad Donoho sang “Lost.” Christian Powell, senior pastor at Faith Free Will Baptist Church in Goldsboro, North Caro-
lina, brought the message on “Overcome by Focusing on the Good Shepherd” from Matthew 18:1-14. Eddie Moody 
dismissed the service in prayer. 

Monday Evening – July 19, 2021

The service began with Kevin Justice leading in singing, “Great Things.” Chris Dotson welcomed the body on behalf of 
the state of Tennessee and offered a prayer for the pastors in attendance. Clerk Randy Bryant called the 85th annual 
session to order and introduced the moderator, Dr. Tim York, who named the following committees:

Resolution Committee

Matthew Pinson (TN) – Chairman

Bob Thompson (OK)

Nate Ange (NC)

Timothy Powell (CA)

Bob Brown (FL)

Nominating Committee

Johnny Miller (AR) – Chairman

Ben Crabtree (OH)

Jonathan Locklear (MI)

Shirley Jackson (MO)

Todd Black (SC)

Curtis Smith (IL)

Kent Barwick (GA)

The congregation sang, “How Great Thou Art” and Corey Minter read Mark 9:33-41. The praise team with soloist Kate-
lyn Stocks led the congregation in singing “King of Kings.” Doug Little sang, “King of Kings” joined by the congregation. 



249DIGEST REPORTS

Eddie Moody introduced the speaker and prayed over the offering. The praise team and virtual choir sang, “The Church 
Triumphant” with Carol Reid and Jeff Manning providing a reading with the song. The congregation sang “We Believe.” 
Keith Burden, executive secretary emeritus, brought the message from Matthew 18:15-35 on “We Overcome by Work-
ing Together.” Eddie Moody dismissed the service in prayer.

Tuesday Afternoon – July 20, 2021

Moderator Tim York called the business session to order at 1:30 p.m. He brought a message on “The Church’s Test” 
from Revelation 2:8-13. Carl Cheshier led in prayer.

The clerk read the Credentials Committee report. Motion carried to adopt the report and seat the delegates.

The clerk read the partial report of the General Board. Motion carried to receive the report and adopt item by item.

Motion carried to adopt Item 1 of the General Board report.

Executive Secretary Eddie Moody gave reports of the Executive Office, ONE Magazine, and Building Services.  Auditor 
Terry Hill gave the financial reports. Motion carried to receive the reports and adopt the budget.

Edwin Hayes, Mike Wade, and Glenn Poston were recognized for their years of service on the Executive Committee.

President Matt Pinson gave the Welch College report. Craig Mahler gave the financial report. Motion carried to receive 
the report.

Director Elizabeth Hodges gave the Women Nationally Active for Christ report. Terry Hill gave the financial report. 
Motion carried to receive the report. Diana Bryant and Janie Campbell were recognized for their years of service on the 
board, which ended in 2020. Board Chairman Amy Johnson recognized Elizabeth Hodges for eleven years of service as 
the director.

The clerk read the nominations for the 2024 General Board. The slate nominated was elected.

The clerk read the nominations for 2024 terms on the Executive Committee. Chris Todd (SC), Chris Dotson (TN) and 
Reuben Cason (NC) were elected. 

The clerk read Item 2 of the General Board report. Motion made and seconded.

A substitute motion was offered and seconded. It reads:

 “The officers of this National Association shall consist of a moderator, an assistant moderator, a clerk, an assistant 
clerk, and an executive secretary who shall also serve as treasurer, each of whom, with the exception of the executive 
secretary, shall be elected for a four-year term. The moderator and assistant clerk shall be elected at the close of each 
fourth regular business session and two years later the clerk and assistant moderator shall be elected. Except for the 
executive secretary, who shall be elected for an indefinite period, no officer shall serve for more than two consecutive 
terms.”

Motion carried to amend by adding the word “full” before the final word ‘term.’  

The recommendation now reads: 

 “The officers of this National Association shall consist of a moderator, an assistant moderator, a clerk, an assistant 
clerk, and an executive secretary who shall also serve as treasurer, each of whom, with the exception of the execu-
tive secretary, shall be elected for a four-year term. The moderator and assistant clerk shall be elected at the close 
of each fourth regular business session and two years later the clerk and assistant moderator shall be elected. 
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Except for the executive secretary, who shall be elected for an indefinite period, no officer shall serve for more than 
two consecutive full terms.”

Motion carried to table Item 2 as amended.

The clerk read Item 3 from the General Board report. Motion carried to amend the item to read, “Commission members 
will serve no more than two full terms consecutively.”

Motion carried to table Item 3.

The clerk read Item 4 of the General Board report. Motion carried to receive. Motion carried to table this motion.

The clerk read Item 6 of the General Board report. Motion carried to receive Item 6. Motion carried to table this item.

Eric Thomsen gave the Historical Commission report. Motion carried to receive the report. Jim McComas (TN) was 
elected to the 2026 term on the commission.

Marc Neppl gave the Media Commission report. Motion carried to receive the report. Daniel Edwards was recognized 
for his service on the commission. Adrian Holland (OK) was elected to the 2026 term on the commission.

Session closed in prayer by Gary Hill.

Tuesday Evening – July 20, 2021

The service began with the praise team, featuring a trio of Nick and Cheyenne Layton and Crosby Burns singing, “Chain 
Breaker.” Daniel Edwards welcomed the body. The directors of the national departments recognized Elizabeth Hodges 
for her service as Director of WNAC upon her retirement. Daniel Edwards called for the offering and prayed for the of-
fering. The praise team and a virtual choir sang, “Say the Name.” Daniel Edwards read 1 Peter 4:7-11 and the congrega-
tion sang “Behold the Lamb,” and “O Praise the Name.” Keith Burden introduced the speaker. The congregation sang “Is 
He Worthy?” Eddie Moody brought the message on “Overcoming by Being a Good Steward” from Matthew 25:14-30. 
Rufo Gomez closed the service with prayer for the Refresh coaches, pastors, and deacons.

Wednesday Morning – July 21, 2021

The morning business session began at 9:00 a.m. with Assistant Moderator William Smith reading Galatians 5:16, 22-
26 and leading in prayer.

Director Ron Hunter gave the Randall House report. Michael Lytle gave the financial report. Motion carried to receive 
the report. Steve Lindsay and Randy Scott were recognized for their service on the board which ended in 2020.  

Director Clint Morgan gave the IM, Inc. report. Rob Conley gave the financial report. Motion carried to receive the 
report. Cheri Ham was recognized for 24 years of service in the IM office. In light of his retirement from missionary 
service, Carlisle Hanna was recognized for 70 plus years of missionary service in India. He was joined by his family as 
he was presented a plaque honoring his service.

Director David Crowe gave the North American Ministries report. Board chairman Jeff Jones made a motion to allow 
the department to officially change its name to Free Will Baptist North American Ministries. Motion carried. Mike Cash 
(AZ), Jose Rodriguez (TN), and Marshall Boney (VA) were elected to 2027 terms on the board. Robert Brown (FL) was 
elected to the unexpired 2025 term for Frank Webster. 

Director John Brummitt gave the Board of Retirement report. Chris Compton gave the financial report. Joel Franks (AL), 
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Brent Nix (Northwest), and Clayton Hampton (MT) were elected to 2027 terms on the board.

Director David Brown gave the FWB Foundation report. Richard Davis gave the financial report. Motion carried to 
receive the report. Phil Whiteaker and Elizabeth Hodges were recognized for their service on the board. Lee Allen (AR), 
Gene Williams (NC), and Scott Coghill (NC) were elected to 2027 terms on the board.

Wednesday Afternoon, July 21, 2021

The afternoon business session began at 1:30 p.m. with Assistant Clerk Ernie Lewis reading Romans 8:31-39 and lead-
ing in prayer.

Matt Pinson gave the Commission for Theological Integrity report. Motion carried to receive the report.  Jackson Watts 
(MO) was elected to the 2026 term on the commission and Cory Thompson (OK) was elected to the unexpired 2024 
term on the commission.

Doug Little gave the Music Commission report. Motion carried to receive the report. Joshua Riggs (OK) was elected to 
the 2026 term on the commission.

Ron Hunter gave the Vertical Three report. Motion carried to receive the report. 

Eddie Moody gave the Registration report. Motion carried to receive the report.

Eddie Moody gave the Budget Committee report. Motion carried to receive the report.

The Obituary Committee report was given in video form. Following a moment of silence, Jim Patton led in a prayer in 
remembrance of those who have passed away.

The Resolution Committee report was presented. Motion carried to adopt the report and act item by item.

Resolution 1 - Adopted

Resolution 2 - Adopted

Resolution 3 – Adopted

Motion carried to remove Item 2 of the General Board report from the table. Motion carried to adopt as amended.

Motion carried to remove Item 3 of the General Board report from the table. Motion carried to adopt as amended.

Motion carried to remove Item 4 of the General Board report from the table. 

Motion carried to amend Nominating Guidelines, Section 1 by replacing “Nominating Committee will be appointed by 
the Moderator” with “the Nominating Committee will be appointed by officers of the NAFWB at the National Conven-
tion.” 

Motion passed as amended.

Motion carried to adopt Item 5 of the General Board report. 

Motion carried that “The Moderator of the NAFWB and Chair of standing boards will function as a committee to re-
view all changes to board manuals to ensure the changes adhere to the intent of the NAFWB Manual for Board Mem-
bers.”

The clerk read the Nominating Committee report for officers. The Moderator and Assistant Clerk are now elected to a 
four-year term and Assistant Moderator and Clerk to two-year terms. Moderator-Tim York (TN), Assistant Moderator- 
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William Smith (GA), Clerk- Randy Bryant (FL), and Assistant Clerk- Ernie Lewis (IL) were elected.

Motion carried to adjourn. Tim York closed in prayer

Wednesday Evening – July 21, 2021

Prior to the service, a video on IMPACT Memphis was shown. The evening worship service began with the praise team 
and a virtual choir singing, “Nobody” as missionaries marched in. Brad Ransom introduced North American Ministries 
church planters and Curt Holland introduced IM, Inc. missionaries.  A commissioning ceremony was held for new 
missionaries and  church planters with Brad Ransom offering the charge and Curt Holland praying the commissioning 
prayer. Carlisle Hanna was honored for 70 years as a missionary to India. The congregation sang, “Christ Be Magnified” 
and Dean Jones read 1 Peter 4:12-19. Stan Bunch introduced the speaker and prayed over the offering. John Weaver, 
disciple-making coach/ trainer with Youth With a Mission, brought the message from Luke 14:15-24 on “We Overcome 
by Reaching Out.” “Christ Be Magnified” and “Thank You Jesus for the Blood” were sung as an invitation was given. Ed-
die Moody reminded the body of next year’s convention, July 24-27, in Birmingham and closed the convention in prayer.

2021 Credentials Committee Report
The letters have been examined and representation fees paid from the following state associations, districts, and local 
churches and found to be in order as presented below:

1. �From the following state associations, which are entitled to be represented by five (5) delegates: Alabama, Arkan-
sas, California, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Mexico Association, Michigan, Missis-
sippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia.

2. �From the following district associations, which are entitled to be represented by three (3) delegates: David Marks, 
Iowa, Mid-Atlantic, Northwest.

3. �From the following local churches, which are entitled to be represented by one (1) delegate:  Harvest Time Free Will 
Baptist Church of South Dakota and the Free Will Baptist Church of St. Croix, Virgin Islands.

4. �We recommend delegates from the Arizona District, Atlantic Canada District, Colorado District, Association of 
Mexico, Northeast District, the Waipahu Free Will Baptist Church of Hawaii, and the Twin Valley Free Will Baptist 
Church of Wisconsin, be seated upon reception of fees and/or reports being received.

5. �We recommend delegates from the countries, state associations, district associations, and local churches listed 
above be seated for this session, along with other delegates who are properly registered.

6. �We recommend all lay delegates entitled to representation by virtue of their positions on standing boards be 
seated if properly registered.
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Minutes of the General Board Meeting, July 19, 2021
The General Board of the National Association of Free Will Baptists was called to order by Moderator Tim York at 8:00 
a.m., Monday, July 19, 2021. The meeting convened in the Main Hall of the Renasant Convention Center in Memphis, 
Tennessee.

Mike Wade shared a devotion from 1 Peter 1:3-9 on “Our Response to an Immoral Culture.”  Tim York led in prayer. 
Clerk Randy Bryant called the roll. Motion passed to seat the General Board. Motion passed to seat the following prox-
ies: Donna Crabtree (Atl-Can), Daryl Grimes (David Marks), Dick Terry (OK), and Zane Brooks (KS) as proxies.

The moderator named the following committees:

Resolution Committee

Matthew Pinson (TN) – Chairman

Bob Thompson (OK)

Nate Ange (NC)

Timothy Powell (CA)

Bob Brown (FL)

Nominating Committee

Johnny Miller (AR) – Chairman

Ben Crabtree (OH)

Jonathan Locklear (MI)

Shirley Jackson (MO)

Todd Black (SC)

Curtis Smith (IL)

Kent Barwick (GA)

The clerk read the Executive Committee report. Motion passed to receive the report and to act item by item.

Executive Secretary Eddie Moody gave the Executive Office report, ONE Magazine report, and Building Services report. 
Motion passed to receive the reports and adopt the budgets. 

President Matt Pinson gave the Welch College report. Motion passed to receive the report.

Director Elizabeth Hodges gave the Women Nationally Active for Christ report. Motion passed to receive the report.

Director Ron Hunter gave the Randall House Publications report. Motion passed to receive the report.

Director Clint Morgan gave the IM, Inc. report. Motion passed to receive the report. 

Director David Crowe gave the North American Ministries report. Motion passed to receive the report.

Director John Brummitt gave the Board of Retirement report. Motion passed to receive the report.
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Director David Brown gave the Free Will Baptist Foundation report. Motion passed to receive the report.

Daniel Edwards gave the Media Commission report. Motion passed to receive the report.

Matt Pinson gave the Commission for Theological Integrity report. Motion passed to receive the report with the pro-
posed addition to the Appendix to Chapter IV, Section 1.

Doug Little gave the Music Commission report. Motion passed to receive the report.

Eric Thomsen gave the Historical Commission report. Motion passed to receive the report.

Eddie Moody gave the Budget Committee report. Motion passed to receive the report.

Motion passed to adopt Item 2 from the Executive Committee report.

Motion passed to adopt Item 3 from the Executive Committee report.

Motion passed to adopt Item 4 from the Executive Committee report.

Motion passed to adopt Item 5 from the Executive Committee report. 

Motion passed to adjourn. Tim York closed the session in prayer.

2021 Nominating Committee Report
The Nominating Committee of the National Association of Free Will Baptists presents the following for nomination:

North American Ministries — 2027 Term

Mike Cash, AZ

Jose Rodriguez, TN

Marshall Boney, VA

2025 Term — Robert Brown, FL

Board of Retirement — 2027 Term

Joel Franks, AL

Clayton Hampton (MT)

Brent Nix, Northwest Association

Free Will Baptist Foundation — 2027 Term

Lee Allen, AR

Gene Williams, NC

Scott Coghill, NC

Media Commission — 2026 Term

Adrian Holland, OK
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Commission for Theological Integrity — 2026 Term

Jackson Watts, MO (replacing himself) 

2024 Term — Cory Thompson, OK

Historical Commission — 2026 Term

James R. McComas, TN

Music Commission — 2026 Term

Joshua Riggs, OK

General Board — 2021  Term

Tennessee: Chris Dotson

Executive Committee — 2025 Term

Chris Dotson, TN

Chris Todd, SC

Reuben Cason, NC

General Officers

Moderator: Tim York (TN)

Assistant Moderator: William Smith (GA)

Clerk: Randy Bryant (FL)

Assistant Clerk: Ernie Lewis (IL)

Nominating Committee

Jeff Blair, OK, Chairman

Diana Bryant, FL

Rufo Gomez, TN

Wayne Hale, Mid Atlantic Association

Terry Motte, Northwest Association

Terry Pierce, MS

Steve Lindsay, AL
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2021 Convention Registration Report*
	

National Convention

Board/Commission Member  .........................................................................................66 

Local Church Delegate  ...................................................................................................... 39 

NAFWB Attendee  .........................................................................................................2,120 

Ordained Deacon  ...............................................................................................................50 

Ordained Minister  ........................................................................................................... 470 

State Delegate  .....................................................................................................................46 

Total..........................................................................................................................2,791

  

Vertical Three

V3 Attendee  ....................................................................................................................1,217 

V3 Child Attendee  ............................................................................................................. 83 

V3 Grades 1-3  .................................................................................................................... 184 

V3 Grades 4-6  .................................................................................................................. 186 

V3 Grades 7-12  .................................................................................................................484 

V3 Preschool Worship  ...................................................................................................... 83 

Total  ....................................................................................................................... 2,237 

*Unique: 3,345 
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2021 Obituary Report*

Alabama

Burble Alexander

Jerry Montgomery

Arkansas

Donald T. Brown

Wayne Douthit

Dennis L. Edgin

James “Early” Payne

Sidney W. Sawrie

Donald Winfrey

Florida

James Christian

Roger Duncan

Robert Harrison

Robert Owen

Georgia

Sandra Bishop

Lucy Hyman

R.C. Wiggins 

Illinois

Raymond Capps  
Howard Sinclair Flota

Indiana

Robert Helms

 
 

 
 
 
Missouri

Bob Atkinson

William Coonce

Dr. Ralph Hunter

Glenn Rehkop

Jerry Scott

Ronnie Turner

North Carolina

Fred Carraway

Jamie Coats

Ricky Jacobs

Jack Moses

Virgil Nolen

Ohio

David Boggs 

Deryl Curry

Richard Hensley, Jr.

Paul Peterson

Arnold Rife

William Smith 

Oklahoma

Henry Braisher

Joe Conn

Clarence Hearron

Lewie Jeffries

Donnie LeForce

Dennis McBride 

Reece Murray 

Dick Shade

Steve Shaw

Jessie Wallis

John L. Wood 

Willard Lynn Wood

Frank Young

South Carolina

James Childers

James Sanders

Tennessee

F. Leroy Forlines 
Chaplain (Col) Eddie Young 
Charles A. Thigpen 
Mary R. Wisehart 

Texas

Clarence Hearron

West Virginia

Glen (Doug) Blankenship

Agie Bryant

Earl Burgess

Ottie Burke

Larry Evans 

Bert Hall

Robert Milam

George Smith

Clyde Waller

Leotis Ward 

Russell Watts

*�Report includes pastors, national 
leaders, and missionaries
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Resolutions Committee Report

The Resolutions Committee hereby presents three proposed resolutions for adoption by the body:

Resolution 1 (From the Commission for Theological Integrity)

Whereas Free Will Baptists believe that God has created humanity in His own image as male and female, and this gender 
binary is part of God’s good and purposeful design in creation; and

Whereas attempts to minimize, redefine, or distort this doctrine are harmful to individuals, families, churches, and civiliza-
tions; and

Whereas sin has manifested itself in outright rebellion to this good design, as well as emotional, psychological, and intellec-
tual confusion in some individuals concerning their true gender or sex, sometimes described by mental health professionals as 
“gender dysphoria”; and

Whereas tremendous political, legal, and social pressure is being wielded against Christians and Christian institutions that 
refuse to endorse LGBTQ+ identities as legitimate and healthy expressions of human sexuality and gender;

Therefore, be it resolved that Free Will Baptists recommit themselves to teach and model a biblical understanding of sexual-
ity and gender in their families and churches, seeking to equip church members and leaders to help them remain faithful to 
this teaching; and

Be it further resolved that we seek to minister with compassion to those sincerely struggling with confusion in the areas of 
sexuality and gender, recognizing them to be image-bearers with inherent worth and dignity; and

Be it further resolved that we oppose legislative efforts to normalize or legitimize LGBTQ+ identities, seeing this as contrary 
to the divine vision for human flourishing; and

Be it further resolved that we discourage those identifying as “transgendered” from seeking surgical or medical interventions 
that will seek to “reassign” or “affirm” their perceived gender identity; and

Be it further resolved that Free Will Baptist congregations hold their church members, ministers, and institutions accountable 
to maintain fidelity to a biblical understanding of gender and sexuality.

Resolution 2

Whereas the 2020 Annual Session of the National Association of Free Will Baptists resolved to “reaffirm and remain reso-
lute in the established stance of this body” regarding racism; and

Whereas that reaffirmation and resolution cited a resolution from the 1965 Annual Session of the National Association of 
Free Will Baptists affirming that “all persons should equally enjoy those freedoms and privileges intended by God from cre-
ation, taught in the Bible, and provided by the Constitution of the United States of America”; that the “church of Jesus Christ 
must recognize the dignity of every person as a creation of God and must actively seek ways to bring that person into a right 
relationship with God, regardless of race or national origin”; and that “the transformation of mankind through faith in Jesus 
Christ is the greatest instrument available to break down prejudices and cause justice to prevail”; and

Whereas that reaffirmation and resolution cited a resolution from the 1995 Annual Session of the National Association 
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of Free Will Baptists affirming that because “all people are created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26),” “all people have 
descended through ‘one blood’ from Adam (Acts 17:26),” and “God desires for all people to be saved (2 Peter 3:9),” the body 
resolved to “condemn racism in any form and do pledge to proclaim the Gospel freely to all men,”

Therefore, be it resolved that this body maintain these commitments and root its proclamation, witness, and efforts toward 
racial equality in language, thought forms, and understandings of justice that emerge from Holy Scripture rather in than 
language, thought forms, and understandings of justice that emerge from secular philosophical and sociological theory, such 
as critical race theory and intersectionality.

Be it further resolved that this body reaffirm that Scripture clearly defines every human being as created in the image and 
likeness of God, guilty of sin as a departure from God by all humanity, and called to salvation as the only deliverance from sin 
through the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; and

Be it further resolved that this body reaffirm the value of every human being as an image-bearer of God and that repentance 
from and remission of sin is available through the atoning work of Christ alone; and

Be it further resolved that Free Will Baptists recommit themselves to the task of carrying this gospel to all men and women 
everywhere.

Resolution 3

Whereas Executive Secretary Eddie Moody and his staff have carefully planned and executed this eighty-fifth Annual Ses-
sion; and 

Whereas the Tennessee State Association, its promotional director Chris Dotson, and its numerous volunteers have been 
gracious hosts to this Annual Session;

Therefore, be it resolved that this body show its appreciation with a rising vote of thanks. 

Respectfully submitted by the Resolutions Committee:

Resolutions Committee

Matt Pinson (TN), Chairman

Nate Ange (NC)

Bob Brown (FL)

Tim Powell (CA)

Bob Thompson (OK)
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Randall House VIII Conference Report

Registration Total:	 2021		   2019

VIII Adult Attendee:	 1,216 		  1,855		

VIII Child Attendee	 83		     109 

VIII Grades 1-3:	 184		     256 

VIII Grades 4-6:	 186		     305

VIII Grades 7-12:	 484		     668

VIII Preschool Worship:	     83		     106

VIII Total Attendees:	                   2,236* 		  3,299 

Competitive Activity Entries:	   2021		  2019	

Entries (down 384)	 592*		    976 
Competitors (down 906)  	  1,085*		  1,991

*Both Vertical III and CTS were affected due to competitors 

inability to gather and practice or concerns regarding the COVID 19 pandemic. 

Serve the City

Serve the City did not occur in 2021 due to COVID-19, as many places were not accepting volunteers. Serve the City 
will return in 2022.

Buck-A-Week:

Tuesday’s Buck-A-Week Offering: $5,513.08 ($1,200 of this was carried over from 2020)

2021 Ministries receiving funds:  

North American Missionaries: Church Planters to Vermont – Dan and Kami Houghton

International Missions: Chris and Tori – Hanna Project Field Workers

Total Truth & Peace Participants: 

141 students and 14 staff for a total of 162
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Youth Evangelistic Team:  

YET was comprised of 13 Students lead by Mike & Bethany Lewis. The team traveled to four states, leading worship in 
seven churches, five of which were mission churches, one youth camp, and participated in a service project at a North 
American Ministries’ church plant.

VIII God Moments: 

A Surprising Story of Service and Providence: Just before arriving in Memphis, a mom reached out to the Vertical Three 
Office in Nashville to inquire about her child attending preschool worship in Memphis. She was concerned about the 
participation possibilities of her five-year-old son has some special needs. She worried that he might not be allowed or 
that Vertical III was not equipped to accept her son in preschool worship. 

After hearing from and talking with the preschool worship coordinator, the mom left this message on the Vertical Three 
Ministries Facebook page:

Just a quick shout out to the folks at Vertical Three Ministries. Today, I wondered what would be available for my 5-year-old 
son with special needs when we attend the National Convention of Free Will Baptists in Memphis. 

I reached out to them. Their immediate response, ”We would love to have your son join us in preschool worship!” 

They followed that up with emails and phone calls to make sure they knew all the details of his special needs…every, little, 
detail. That may not seem like a big deal to you, but not every place we go is so accommodating and inclusive. Many places 
are even antagonistic toward our asking questions about what is available.

Proud to be a Free Will Baptist and part of the Church.”

During Truth & Peace, we saw at least four students accept the call to the mission field, and many more made  
God-honoring commitments. 
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NEW PLAN OPTIONS

SET RATE
STRATEGY

CUSTOM
STRATEGY

DEFAULT
STRATEGY

MAXIMUM
STRATEGY

CUSTOM
ALLOCATION

BOARD OF RETIREMENT INTRODUCES

With NEW options ranging from NEW preset plan allocations 
to NEW highly customizable allocations, you can personalize your 

retirement plan even more!

Your retirement needs are UNIQUE, and the CHOICE
of how to invest your contributions is UP TO YOU!

PRESET 
PLANS

We are here to help you
“PREPARE for Your FUTURE Ministry.”

NEW
Set Asset
Allocation

NEW
Set Asset
Allocation

NEW
Custom
Asset

Allocation

CUSTOM 
PLAN

TO LEARN MORE, CONTACT 
THE BOARD OF RETIREMENT TODAY!

BOARDOFRETIREMENT.COM



As we learn from the ministry of  
Jesus, some miracles happen in a 

moment. Others take time.  

Slow
motion
miracle?

foundation@nafwb.org
877-336-7575

www.fwbgifts.org

Contact the Foundation 
today and learn how  

YOU can be part of this  
slow motion miracle!

Free Will Baptist Foundation has enjoyed a 30-year miracle, growing total assets 
from $937,407 in 1992 to almost $120 million in 2022. During that period, annual 
financial impact on ministries expanded from $71,321 to just under $3 million in 
2022. A grants program distributed $750,000 to ministries this year, and future  
estate gifts have grown from $66,000 to more than $53 million. This exciting 
growth can only be described as a miracle!


