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Embrace Orthodoxy

He removed the high places, and brake the 
images, and cut down the groves, and 
brake in pieces the brasen serpent that 

Moses had made: for unto those days the 
children of Israel did burn incense to it: 

and he called it Nehushtan. 
2 Kings 18:4









Do we believe what the 
Bible says about conflict?

 He that is first in his own cause seemeth  
just; but his neighbour  

cometh and searcheth him. 
Proverbs 18:17 

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass  
against thee, go and tell him his fault between 

thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee,  
thou hast gained thy brother. 

Matthew 18:15



Do we deal with 
talebearers biblically?

He that goeth about as a talebearer 
revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not 

with him that flattereth with his lips. 
Proverbs 20:19 

A wicked doer giveth heed to false  
lips; and a liar giveth ear to  

a naughty tongue. 
Proverbs 17:4



Do we obey the  
“one another” passages?

24 And let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works: 

25 Not forsaking the assembling  
of ourselves together, as the manner 

of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as  

ye see the day approaching. 
Hebrews 10:24-25



Free Will Baptist  
Church Covenant

We will not forsake the assembling 
of ourselves together for church 
conferences, public worship, and 
the observance of the ordinances 

of the Gospel; nor fail to pay 
according to our ability for the 

support of the church, of its poor, 
and all its benevolent work. 



Free Will Baptist  
Church Covenant

We agree to accept Christian admonition 
and reproof with meekness, and to watch 
over one another in love, endeavoring to 

“keep the unity of the  Spirit” in the bonds 
of peace, to be careful of one another’s 
happiness and reputation, and seek to 
strengthen the weak, encourage the 

afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as 
we are able, promote the success of the 

church and of the Gospel. 
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Do we believe what the Bible says 
about the criteria for pastors?
6 If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, 

having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. 
7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of 

God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to 
wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; 

8 But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, 
sober, just, holy, temperate; 

9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been 
taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both 

to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 
Titus 1:6-9



5 He trusted in the Lord God of Israel; so that 
after him was none like him among all the 

kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. 
6 For he clave to the Lord, and departed not 

from following him, but kept his 
commandments, which the Lord commanded 
Moses. 7 And the Lord was with him; and he 

prospered whithersoever he went forth:  
and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, 

and served him not. 
2 Kings 18:5-7



Pursue Excellence

My sons, be not now negligent:  
for the Lord hath chosen you to stand 

before him, to serve him, and that  
ye should minister unto him,  

and burn incense. 
2 Chronicles 29:11



And in every work that he began in 
the service of the house of God,  

and in the law, and in the 
commandments, to seek his God,  

he did it with all his heart,  
and prospered. 

2 Chronicles 31:21



Hezekiah’s Tunnel 
Daniel Wong, Newark, CA USA

And the rest of the acts 
of Hezekiah, and all his 

might, and how he 
made a pool, and a 

conduit, and brought 
water into the city, are 
they not written in the 
book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Judah? 

2 Kings 20:20
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Future Opportunities
11 And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, 

evangelists; and 
some, pastors and 

teachers; 
12 For the perfecting 
of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the 

body of Christ. 
Ephesians 4:11-12





1 After these things, and the establishment thereof, 
Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and entered  

into Judah, and encamped against the fenced cities, 
and thought to win them for himself. 

2 And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib  
was come, and that he was purposed to fight 

against Jerusalem, 
3 He took counsel with his princes and his mighty 

men to stop the waters of the fountains which were 
without the city: and they did help him. 

4 So there was gathered much people together, who 
stopped all the fountains, and the brook that ran 

through the midst of the land, saying, Why should 
the kings of Assyria come, and find much water? 

2 Chronicles 32:1-4
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Doth not Hezekiah persuade you to give 
over yourselves to die by famine and by 

thirst, saying, The Lord our God shall deliver 
us out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 

2 Chronicles 32:11 

Then they cried with a loud voice in  
the Jews' speech unto the people of 

Jerusalem that were on the wall, to affright 
them, and to trouble them; that  

they might take the city. 
2 Chronicles 32:18



20 And for this cause Hezekiah the king, and  
the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz, prayed and 

cried to heaven. 
21 And the Lord sent an angel, which cut off all  
the mighty men of valour, and the leaders and 
captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. So  

he returned with shame of face to his own land. 
And when he was come into the house of his god, 
they that came forth of his own bowels slew him 

there with the sword. 
22 Thus the Lord saved Hezekiah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of 

Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand 
of all other, and guided them on every side. 

2 Chronicles 32:20-22



24 In those days Hezekiah was sick to 
the death, and prayed unto the Lord: 
and he spake unto him, and he gave 

him a sign. 
25 But Hezekiah rendered not again 

according to the benefit done unto him; 
for his heart was lifted up: therefore 
there was wrath upon him, and upon 

Judah and Jerusalem. 
2 Chronicles 32:24-25



Howbeit in the business of the 
ambassadors of the princes of 

Babylon, who sent unto him to enquire 
of the wonder that was done in the 

land, God left him, to try him, that he 
might know all that was in his heart. 

2 Chronicles 32:31



Hezekiah showing off his wealth to envoys of 
the Babylonian king, oil on canvas by Vicente 

López Portaña, 1789

And Hezekiah hearkened 
unto them, and shewed 
them all the house of his 

precious things, the silver, 
and the gold, and the 

spices, and the precious 
ointment, and all the house 
of his armour, and all that 

was found in his treasures: 
there was nothing in his 

house, nor in all his 
dominion, that Hezekiah 

shewed them not. 
2 Kings 20:13

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicente_L%C3%B3pez_Porta%C3%B1a
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicente_L%C3%B3pez_Porta%C3%B1a


14 Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king 
Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said 

these men? and from whence came they 
unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are 

come from a far country, even from Babylon. 
15 And he said, What have they seen in thine 

house? And Hezekiah answered, All the 
things that are in mine house have they 

seen: there is nothing among my treasures 
that I have not shewed them. 

2 Kings 20:14-15



Focus on the Future
16 And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Lord. 

17 Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house,  
and that which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this 
day, shall be carried into Babylon: nothing shall be left,  

saith the Lord. 
18 And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou 

shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs 
in the palace of the king of Babylon. 

19 Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the word of the 
Lord which thou hast spoken. And he said, Is it not good, if 

peace and truth be in my days? 
2 Kings 20:16-19



Hezekiah showing off his wealth to envoys of 
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López Portaña, 1789

And Hezekiah hearkened 
unto them, and shewed 
them all the house of his 

precious things, the silver, 
and the gold, and the 

spices, and the precious 
ointment, and all the house 
of his armour, and all that 

was found in his treasures: 
there was nothing in his 

house, nor in all his 
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2 Kings 20:13

Choose Wisely

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicente_L%C3%B3pez_Porta%C3%B1a
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicente_L%C3%B3pez_Porta%C3%B1a


Hezekiah showing off his wealth to envoys of 
the Babylonian king, oil on canvas by Vicente 

López Portaña, 1789

14 Then came Isaiah the 
prophet unto king Hezekiah, 
and said unto him, What said 
these men? and from whence 

came they unto thee? And 
Hezekiah said, They are come 

from a far country, even  
from Babylon. 

15 And he said, What have they 
seen in thine house? And 

Hezekiah answered, All the 
things that are in mine house 

have they seen: there is 
nothing among my treasures 
that I have not shewed them. 

2 Kings 20:14-15

Know the importance of seemingly 
unimportant decisions.
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And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will 
deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of 
Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, 

and for my servant David's sake. 
2 Kings 20:6 

1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to 
reign, and reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem. 

And his mother's name was Hephzibah. 2 And he did 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, after the 

abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord cast out 
before the children of Israel. 

2 Kings 21:1-2

Disciple/Prepare Your Replacement
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But the priests were too few, so that they 
could not flay all the burnt offerings: 

wherefore their brethren the Levites did 
help them, till the work was ended, and 

until the other priests had sanctified 
themselves: for the Levites were more 
upright in heart to sanctify themselves 

than the priests. 
2 Chronicles 29:34

Future Potential



HOPE!
14 And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of 
the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went 

up into the house of the Lord, and spread it before 
the Lord. 

15 And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, 
O Lord God of Israel, which dwellest between the 
cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of 

all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast made 
heaven and earth. 
2 Kings 19:14-15





Now therefore, O Lord our 
God, I beseech thee, save 

thou us out of his hand, that 
all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that thou art the 
Lord God, even thou only. 

2 Kings 19:19



Free Will Baptist  
Church Covenant

We will everywhere hold Christian 
principle sacred and Christian 

obligations and enterprises supreme; 
counting it our chief business in life to 

extend the influence of Christ in society, 
constantly praying and toiling that the 

kingdom of God may come, and His will 
be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 



I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against it. 
Jesus, Matthew 16:18b
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